The Emperor Would Like a Coronation

Montenegrins and the Servians. . . . What a queer country
and what an odd policy ! Let us hope that general war isn't
at the bottom of all these fresh shocks. And with all this,
here we have a Sovereign who dreams only of celebrating
his jubilee on the fifteenth of next June. He's got the idea
of profiting by the occasion to have himself crowned, not
having done so when he came to the throne. People have
tried to dissuade him from it, pointing out the enormous
amount of money this would cost and that in view of the
new taxes he couldn't think of asking for still more for his
coronation. One hopes he has been dissuaded but one isn't
sure yet.

Rome., 2nd May, 1913.

Yesterday I was present at my daughter-in-law's at a big
dinner which had its interesting political side. Everyone
there appeared extremely upset by events.

Primoli said the Paris Bourse had dropped twenty-five per
cent, a thing which hasn't been seen since 1870. The Russian
Ambassador said the situation was becoming more aggravated
every day; the Austrian Military Attache* didn't conceal the
fact he was very worried . , . only Bulow maintained peace
would be made and that he would bet ten to one on this,
but he would not guarantee a lasting peace. He thought
they would achieve a mere patching up which would come
to grief in a short while and then it would all begin again.
Finally Malvano maintained that there was a favourable tele-
gram last night, diplomacy was being carried on with skill
and that he had great hopes. . . . Everything depends on
Austria. If she penetrates into Montenegro and northern
Albania you will have to act instantly in the South. It is
only common sense, but as Austria is detested here one should
avoid putting the two armies face to face.
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